Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.102; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.5. The title compound, C 8 H 10 O 3 , is close to planar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.042 Å ) apart from the hydroxyl O atom [deviation = 1.285 (1) Å ] and an intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond occurs. In the crystal, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO links lead to chains propagating in [001].
The title compound, C 8 H 10 O 3 , is close to planar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.042 Å ) apart from the hydroxyl O atom [deviation = 1.285 (1) Å ] and an intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond occurs. In the crystal, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO links lead to chains propagating in [001] .
Related literature
For a related compound used as a food additive, see: Kumar et al. (2004) ; Shaughnessy et al. (2001) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001) ; cell refinement: SAINT-Plus (Bruker, 2001) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON.
Experimental
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: HB5154).
4-Hydroxymethyl-2-methoxyphenol
Q. Wang and S.-P. Li Comment 4-hydroxy-3-methoxybenzaldehyde is one of the commonly used food additives. In recent years, it was discovered that 4hydroxy-3-methoxybenzaldehyde has anti-oxidation (Kumar et al., 2004) and inhibition activity of gene mutation (Shaughnessy et al., 2001) . But its activity is low. Therefore, preparing derivatives has been an active research area. Herein we report the crystal structure of the title compound (I).
In the structure of the title compound (I) (Fig.1) , the S(6) ring of C(1)/C(2)/C(3)/C(4)/C(5)/C(6) in (I) is an aromatic
In the crystal structure, these molecules are linked into infinite one-dimensional network by intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds running along [100] (Fig. 2 , Table 1 ).
Experimental 4-Hydroxy-3-methoxybenzaldehyde (3.8 g, 25 mmol) was dissolved in methanol (40 ml) at 283 K. After stirring for 30 min, borohydride (0.94 g, 25 mmol) was added in reaction solution, slowly. After 4 h, the solution was quenched with water (150 ml), vacuum concentrated to remove methanol and the aqueous layer was extracted with chloroform, the combined organic extracts were washed, dried and evaporated under reduced pressure to give the crude product. Then purification by column chromatography and recrystallization from chloroform gave (I) as colourless plates (2.58 g, 67%).
Refinement
H atoms were treated as riding, with C-H distances in the range of 0.93-0.97 Å and O-H distances of 0.85 Å, and were refined as riding with U iso (H)=1.2U eq (C methylene and C in phenyl ring) and U iso (H)=1.5U eq (O and (C methyl )). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 0.0624 (7) 0.0559 (7) 0.0461 (6) 0.0249 (5) 0.0400 (6) 0.0144 (5) O3 0.0635 (7) 0.0802 (9) 0.0413 (6) −0.0217 (7) 0.0308 (6) −0.0033 (6) C1 0.0360 (7) 0.0382 (7) 0.0338 (7) −0.0010 (6) 0.0223 (6) 0.0021 (6) (6) 0.0304 (7) −0.0052 (6) C4 0.0389 (7) 0.0440 (8) 0.0318 (7) −0.0031 (6) 0.0212 (6) −0.0040 (6) C5 0.0399 (7) 0.0428 (8) 0.0339 (7) 0.0070 (6) 0.0212 (6) 0.0056 (6) C6 0.0348 (7) 0.0403 (8) 0.0360 (7) 0.0029 (6) 0.0228 (6) 0.0008 (6) C7 0.0542 (9) 0.0532 (10) 0.0374 (8) −0.0009 (7) 0.0300 (7) −0.0031 (7) C8 0.0526 (9) 0.0500 (9) 0.0496 (9) 0.0155 (7) 0.0332 (8) 0.0079 (7) Geometric parameters (Å, °) 
